146                       THE  GOVERNMENT  OF VICHY

It should be noted that M. Jean Zay was subjected to a different
procedure. Tried for desertion in face of the enemy, he was
condemned by a military tribunal to transportation and deprivation
of military rank (October 4, 1940).

A fourth inquiry was opened on April 22, 1941, against
the Comptroller-General Jacomet, ex-Secretary-General to the
Ministry of War, for default in the duties of his office (insufficient
production of war materials).

Although, by virtue of his proper powers, Marshal Petain had
already, in October 1941, sentenced a certain number of persons
placed on trial before the Supreme Court, it appears that this
Court is continuing its investigations.

II. The Court Martial
The Court Martial was created by a law of September 24, 1940,
after the affair of Dakar. Its creation was justified oh the same
day in the following terms by the Council of Ministers:
It is because the Government is aware that M. de Gaulle [sic] has
accomplices in France, whose activities were recently displayed and
may be continued, that in its high solicitude for the national safety it
has set up a summary and sovereign jurisdiction, inspired solely by
the necessities of public welfare, qualified to pronounce the appro-
priate penalties against traitors.
The Court Martial tries persons sent before it-for crimes and
intrigues against the integrity and safeguarding of the country.
It was also to have tried persons guilty of serious acts of mono-
polizing goods or selling them above the controlled prices (Law
published in thzjoflrnal Off del of September 29, 1940), but cases
of this kind have been transferred to the Special Criminal Court.
The Court Martial is composed of a President (General Duffieux)
and four members (General Hure, Admiral Cadard, MM. Vaudre-
mer and Meaux). Deputy members may be appointed (Law of
February 22, 1941). A Government Commissary conducts .the
prosecution.
The Court regulates its own procedure, pronounces judgment
within two days, and may inflict penalties ranging from imprison-
ment to death. Its judgments are not subject to appeal, and are
enforceable within twenty-four hours.
The Court sits in the court-house of Gannat.
The Court has a recorder and a chief-secretary.
The inquiry directed against Captain Robert, accused of having
incited the crews of certain ships to go over to the service of
General de Gaulle, ended in acquittal. On the other hand, on